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From the Pastor. . .
“”Something Scary”

There are many people who enjoy a good scare. That can be
seen by the popularity of extreme sports, horror movies and
stories, and scary amusement park rides. This month, the
month of October, is the month we have set aside to indulge
in all things scary. It is the month of Halloween. Here is just a
bit on the origins of Halloween. The following is taken from:
https://edsitement.neh.gov/closer-readings/originshalloween-and-day-dead. “The origin of our Western holiday
known as Halloween is found in the ancient Celtic festival,
Samhain (pronounced SOW-in). From present-day Ireland to
the United Kingdom to Bretagne (Brittany), France, the ancient Celts marked this as one of their four most important
festival quarter days of the year. Samhain commenced on the
eve of October 31st, and ushered in the Celtic New Year on
November 1st. The Celts experienced this as a liminal
(threshold) period when the normally strict boundaries between the worlds of the living and the dead became mutable.
On the eve of Samhain, they believed the veil between the two
realms was the most transparent, allowing the spirits of those
who have died to return to visit earth…The timing of this festival coincides with an important period in the natural calendar, one to which all cultures adhered until fairly recently. It is
the time of the final harvests of the year, when animals stockpile stores of food for the winter months ahead, the sun sets
earlier and rises later, and the trees shed their leaves. With the
end of harvesting season, the entire natural world moves into
its annual dormant state of hibernation, essentially “dying”
until its annual rebirth the following spring.
After the Roman conquest of much of the Celts’ lands in
France and England, Samhain was affected by the advent and
subsequent spread of Christianity. The Church attempted to
subsume the festival under the celebration of martyrs and
saints, which was established on the ancient Celtic new year
— November 1st — and recast it as All Saints Day (with the
following day, November 2nd as All Soul’s Day). This festival
was called All-Hallows, while the evening before was called All
-hallows-eve — later becoming, by contraction, our presentday “Halloween.”
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...continued from page 1.
Now, why does Reformation Day, the day Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door, fall on October 31st? The following is taken from: https://news.arizona.edu/story/what-does-halloween-have-doreformation-plenty. "The reason he did that was because the next day was All Saints' Day," Martinson said.
"He knew that well-educated people were going to come to the services." All Saints' Day, celebrated on Nov.
1, is dedicated to honoring saints (those who have attained heaven), and one of the ways people did that
was through relics. An enviable collection of relics — one from all 5,005 saints — was amassed by Frederick
the Wise, Elector of Saxony, who founded the University of Wittenberg, where Luther taught. The relics were
housed at the Castle Church, where Luther is said to have nailed his theses to the door. "The relics were kept
very carefully in the church, but on specific occasions, they were publically shown," explained Pia Cuneo,
professor of art history at the UA School of Art. "People would come from all over to see and venerate these
relics, because according to traditional Christian belief, that made their prayer and their connection to God
particularly effective. One of the days on which those relics were shown was All Saints' Day." The showings
were important enough that pamphlets full of illustrations and descriptions of the relics often were sold during public displays. Frederick commissioned Lucas Cranach and his workshop to illustrate the pamphlet,
known as the Wittenberg Reliquary Book. "Luther eventually persuaded Frederick to no longer show these
things publicly," Cuneo said, noting Luther's personal influence on powerful individuals, as well as the farreaching effects of his theses, which led to the Protestant Reformation. So what does all of that have to do
with Halloween? Halloween started as a pagan Celtic festival known as Samhain, which celebrated the harvest and new year. After the Roman Empire conquered the Celts in the first century, festivals traditional to
each culture were combined and then eventually usurped by the Roman Catholic Church, which created All
Martyrs' Day in A.D 609. Nearly 400 years later, Pope Gregory III replaced All Martyrs' Day with All Saints'
Day and All Souls' Day. All Saints' Day also was called All-Hallows — and the night before All-Hallows became All-Hallows Eve, the precursor of Halloween.
So, as you can see, Halloween has more to it than children dressing up in costumes going door to door
for candy. Even as we have fun with children dressing up in scary costumes and we laugh and say how
cute they are, we should keep in mind that while ghosts and werewolves, vampires and zombies do not
exist; there is something we need to take seriously.
The devil and his fallen angels do exist. In their rebellion against God, they are condemned to the lake of
fire for all of eternity. The devil is powerful. He deceived Adam and Eve to disobey God and to fall into sin.
Ever since all people have been afflicted by sin and condemned to die. Jesus, Son of God and Son of David, defeated our enemies of sin, death and the power of the devil. Jesus has suffered our death for us and
has given us the gift of eternal life. We, who are found in Christ and covered by His robe of perfect righteousness no longer have need to fear.
Then, why the title, “Something Scary?” For those who reject God’s gift of grace in His Son Jesus Christ
God’s righteous judgement against sin is to be feared.
Matthew 25:46: “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.” An eternal separation from God in the place of outer darkness where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth is a scary thought.
Matthew 22:13: “Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Our loving God and Father
desires this fate for no one.
Ezekiel 33:11: “As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O
house of Israel?” We as sons and daughters of the King and brothers and sisters in Christ no longer have
need to fear. I leave you with this wonderful promise of God from 1 John 4:17-19: “By this is love perfected
with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us.” Amen and Amen!
God’s Blessings - Pastor Dave
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Hope LWML met on Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at the
church.
Liz Mandrick led the devotion “Merciful + Care” from
the Fall 2021 Quarterly.
Officers for 2021-2022 were elected as follows: President, Twyla Hazen; Vice President, Elizabeth Mandrick;
Secretary, Cynthia Carmichael; Treasurer, Virginia
McNair.
A workday is planned for Thursday, October 14. This
one will be to work on greeting cards.
LWML Sunday is planned for October 3, 2021. The
theme is “Our hearts in HIS hands” Above all, keep
loving one another earnestly. 1 Peter 4:8. Masks
are optional.
Our LWML will serve the LCC Thanksgiving meal on
Sunday, November 14, 2021.
LWML Zone Fall Rally is planned for Saturday, October
2, 2021. The host society is Our Savior Lutheran Church
with the Rally being held at 1103 Commercial Street in
Smithville, MO. The theme is “Connected to the Vine”
based on John 15:5 – “I am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”
The speaker will be Dana Chatlin from The Farmers
House. An ingathering will be taken for The Farmers
House. Items to be collected include paper towels, toilet paper, disinfectant wipes, cleaning supplies and art
supplies such as colored pencils drawing pads, etc.
We will have our December meeting on November 30,
2021 to finish decorating the church. We will bring up
the Advent wreath after the Thanksgiving Eve service.
We will not actually have a meeting in December.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 5, 2021.

Oct
10th
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T I M E

Elder—Dean Biermann
Altar Guild: Phyllis Abbott and Liz
Mandrick

GREETERS
Oct 3– Marcia Droegemueller and
MaryAnn Zanzie
Oct 10-Roland Tullberg
Oct 17-Lesley Oddi
Oct 24-4-6th grade Sunday School
class
Oct 31-Ralph & Marie Walsh

USHERS

Oct 3– Twyla Hazen
Oct 10-Matt Strauch
Oct 17-Lesley Oddi
Oct 24-Marie Walsh
Oct 31-Larry Abbott

Talents– Organist

Nancy Jenkins will the organist for
the month of October.

LCC meals will be made by

Oct 3– Jeanette Whited
Oct 10-Jan & Royce Duncan
Oct 17-Twyla Hazen
Oct 24-Pam & John Myers
Oct 31-The Brunnert Family

TREASURE
Church cleaning has one sponsor this
month, Pam Myers on the 3rd.
Lawn Care for the month of October
is sponsored by Ralph & Marie Walsh
on the 3rd and by Pastor & Lesley
Oddi on the 31st.
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Daily reminders of baptism

1st-Joe Richardson

One way Satan attacks Christians is by reminding us of our sins, both
of commission (wrongdoing) and omission (neglecting to do right).
And one way we can fight back is by remembering our baptism. The
reformer Martin Luther recommended pondering that sacrament daily, whenever we wash our face, because “in baptism sins are
drowned.”

2nd– Mark Bohlmann
3rd-Cheree Abbott
9th-Ken Suvanto
10th-Jonathan Rogers
17th-Virginia McNair
17th– Gladys Strauch
20th– Mike Mandrick
22th-Pastor Oddi
28th-Leanna Roush

October 18th—Ken & Kathy
Suvanto
October 20th—Jeffrey &
Kirsten Maronde

Getting dressed can serve as another frequent reminder, Luther says,
because baptism is the “daily garment … the Christian is to wear all
the time.” He writes, “Christ instituted holy baptism … to clothe you
with his righteousness. It is tantamount to his saying, ‘My righteousness shall be your righteousness; my innocence, your innocence. Your
sins indeed are great, but by baptism I bestow on you my righteousness; I strip death from you and clothe you with my life.’”

In the spotlight this month are Allison Riley who has been pitching for
the Platte Valley Jr. High Softball team.
Andrea Riley has had 4 Cross Country meets so far, and has medal in all
of them.

October 2021
September’s focus has been on Bible studies. Pastor D has presented two on Invitational Evangelism and the Book of John. Jared is planning on a Bible study on mental illness and I will start a short series on being WOKE.
We are still in the process of doing all that is necessary to be recognized as a student organization. Vanessa and Erin, as officers of the LCC, must complete a leadership training
video and I need to provide a minimum of 10 names that are involved with the LCC. They will
then email them to ensure they are involved at the LCC. With that completed, we will ne recognized again. Thanks Kim for you help in this.
Sunday dinners are going well! Thanks to all who are cooking!
Joy in Jesus! Joyce
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