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Welcome to worship — As Jesus told his hometown listeners (Luke 4:21-30), God’s care reaches 

beyond all borders. Whoever you are and wherever you come from, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Make this your prayer as you come to worship:  “I praise you, O Lord, that even before you 

formed me in the womb, you knew me and had plans for my life! (Jeremiah 1:5). Amen.” 

 

OPENING HYMN  ”MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS”  LSB 576 

                                      

Please Stand 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

P Thus says the Lord: No man has power to retain the spirit, or power over the day of death. 

C Almighty God, merciful and mighty, we humbly confess that we have not received    

every member of our race as gift and privilege. We have presumed to exercise Your 

authority over life and death.  

P Did not he who made me in the womb make him? And did not one fashion us in the womb? 

C We have not acknowledged our own helplessness reflected in our neighbor’s needs. 

We have not beheld Your image imprinted upon their bodies and our own.  

P Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise   

against parents and have them put to death.  

C We have despised belonging to You. We have denied responsibility for one another. 

P Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.  

C We have let our lips lie silent rather than advocating for the lowly. We have left our 

hands idle instead of aiding them.  

P And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked … and were by nature 

children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.   

C We have worshiped our own desires. We have not served according to Your design. 

P Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own 

image.   

C We were brought forth in sin and have become altogether unrighteous. We have done 

what is evil in your sight and deserve the punishment we have brought upon 

Welcome to Hope Lutheran Church.  Before the service begins, we ask everyone to 
please sign his or her name on the "Record of Fellowship" (red book at the end of the 
pew).  Please circle any change of address or phone numbers.  These will be collected 
during the sermon hymn.  
 
. 

 

 



~ 2 ~ 

 

ourselves.  

P Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. God settles the solitary 

in a home.  

C Almighty God, merciful and mighty, we repent of our condition. We plead for Your 

pardon and Your intervention. Do not cast us off but make us whole, for the sake of 

Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Substitute, and the only Savior. Amen.  

P Thus says the Lord your God: You “have been borne by me from before your birth, carried from the 

womb; even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you.” He has given Himself in Jesus 

Christ. By His shed blood Your sin is atoned for, and by His risen body Your iniquity is taken away. In 

His stead and by His command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME (LSB 549)  

1) All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  

                  Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.  

                  Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.  

2) Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, Who from His altar call;  

                  Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all.  

                  Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all.  

3) Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall,  

                  Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.  

                  Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.  

4) Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call,  

                  The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.  

                  The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.  

5) Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall,  

                  Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all.  

                  Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all.  

6) Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball  

                 To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.  

                 To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.  

7) Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!  

                 We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.  

                 We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.  

 

COLLECT  

P Heavenly Father, before the foundation of the world, You chose us in Christ to be Your sons and 

daughters. Grant us to behold every human life as created, redeemed, and called to be Your 

precious treasures, that we receive each neighbor as gift and privilege with whom we may 
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rejoice as brothers and sisters in Your everlasting kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

 
Please be seated  

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 49:1-7  

– Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called me from 

the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp 

sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me 

away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have 

labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the 

Lord, and my recompense with my God.” And now the Lord says, he who formed me from the 

womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him—for I 

am honored in the eyes of the Lord, and my God has become my strength—he says: “It is too light 

a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the 

preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end 

of the earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 

abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall 

prostrate themselves; because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen 

you.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31  

– For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 

not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world 

to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that 

no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as 

it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN OF ACCLAMATION: HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK   LSB 735 * 

1) Have no fear, little flock; Have no fear, little flock,  

                For the Father has chosen To give you the Kingdom; Have no fear, little flock!  

2) Have good cheer, little flock; Have good cheer, little flock,  

               For the Father will keep you In His love forever; Have good cheer, little flock!  
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3) Praise the Lord high above; Praise the Lord high above,  

               For He stoops down to heal you, Uplift and restore you; Praise the Lord high above!  

4) Thankful hearts raise to God; Thankful hearts raise to God,  

               For He stays close beside you, In all things works with you; Thankful hearts raise to God!  

Please stand  

GOSPEL READING: John 15:12-17  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.  

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 

one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what 

I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 

made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father 

in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one 

another.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES' CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

SERMON HYMN:  “God of Grace and God of Glory  LSB 850 

 

SERMON:                             “The Journey”                  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the commandments 

of the LORD your God[a] that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his 

ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules,[b] then you shall live and 

multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession 

of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other 

gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in 

the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to 

witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore 

choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying his 

voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land 

that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

 

Offering 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY (sing LSB p. 192) 

C       Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

          Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

          Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.                 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their    

needs. 

 P O Lord,  

C have mercy.  

P O Christ,  

C hear us. 

P God the Father, Almighty Maker of body and spirit,  

C have mercy.  

P God the Son, Redeemer of humankind,  

C have mercy.  

P God the Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver of life,  

C have mercy.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5725a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5725b
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P For Your rich grace whatever our ages and appearances; for Your great mercy notwithstanding 

our skills or circumstances; for the forgiveness of our sins; for our salvation from death; for the 

resurrection of our flesh; for everlasting life in Your presence; and for our inheritance of the new 

creation,  

C All thanks and praise to You, O Lord.   

P By Your love as Trinity of Father, Son, and Spirit; by Your incarnation as embryo in the womb 

and Your birth in a manger from the virgin Mary; by Your growth and obedience as a Son 

among us; by Your tears for our wounds and Your touch upon our weaknesses, Your bearing 

our sorrows and our sicknesses especially …; by Your own incapacitation upon the cross and 

Your death in sweat and blood; by Your rising to life again, leaving even our grave empty and 

abiding ever beside us; by Your ascension to exalt our nature, order our days, and prepare a 

place for us; and by Your coming again in glory for our immortality,  

C Help us, good Lord.  

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To bring an end to abortion and euthanasia; to banish from among us the production and 

destruction of embryonic brothers and sisters; to turn the hearts of those who permit, 

promote, or participate in violence against life; to strengthen all medical professionals always 

to care and never to kill; to move all public officials and elected authorities in support of 

policies, laws, and verdicts that protect the least of these; to defend our land from division, 

from aggression, and from the deception of death used as a solution; and to forgive our 

enemies, persecutors, and slanderers,  

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.  

P To preserve from despair everyone facing infertility, unexpected pregnancy, disability, or 

terminal diagnosis; to relieve those burdened by gender dysphoria; to liberate any enslaved by 

adultery or perversion; to deliver those scheduled for abortion; to grant safe homes and 

healthy families to those awaiting adoption; to absolve the guilt and ease the grief of those 

broken by the abortion of their own children; to work comfort and peace within those 

surviving the suicides of loved ones; to uphold and heal those suffering discomfort and 

disease; and to give all who are approaching death a blessed end,  

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.  

P To gladden us in celebrating gifts of marriage, family, including … and; to give us courage in 

speaking Your truth and compassion in showing Your love; to make us ambassadors of Gospel 

joy in every difficulty and agents of Gospel hope in all affliction; to impart gentleness and 

respect to our words and bestow sensitivity and winsomeness on our ways; and to bid us 

rejoice when any heart changes and delight with every saved life,  

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

C have mercy.  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
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C have mercy.  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

C grant us Your peace.  

P O Christ,  

C hear us.  

P O Lord,  

   C have mercy.   

   P O Christ,  

   C have mercy.  

P O Lord,  

C have mercy. Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS (sing LSB p. 201) 

P      The Lord be with you. 

C      And with thy spirit. 

P      Bless we the Lord. 

C      Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

        The make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C    Amen, amen, amen. 

 
Please be seated                

CLOSING HYMN   “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” ( LSB 922) 
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